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...Mary Courney, OEA President

| just returned from the NEA’s
Representative Assembly where ove
9,900 delegates from around the
United States met in Washington D.
C.. Accompanying me were OEA
executive board membeisarl
Gardner, Marlene Smith and
Christine Tea. We took part in
adopting new business items that
NEA will implement in the upcoming
school year. For example: We voted
to have NEA investigate to what
extent communities from around the
country are not partaking in the Free
and Reduced Lunch Program. We
heard some startling statistics that
some communities are not offering
this program when it is readily
available.

Another item we approved was for
NEA to encourage all state affiliates
to support legislation that would
enable military personnel and their
dependents to obtain in-state tuition
where they reside.

OEA Leaders Participate
Assembly

In NEA Rep.

We voted on 83 business items and
went over resolutions and

constitutional guidelines and language
changes that were proposed to reflect
current practices.

The NEA invited John McCain and
Barack Obama to speak to us and
answer questions on their educationa
philosophies. Obama was the only
one to answer our questionnaire and
agree to talk to us. He was in Butte,
Mont., but said he would be glad to
answer questions via satellite.
McCain did not answer our requests
to talk to us. Barack Obama told us
of the changes needed in NCLB (No
Child Left Behind)._He gets.itHis
sister is a teacher in public schools
and she has given him the entire
picture of our “one test must fit all”
approach—even for non-English
speakers or the special education
child. He still wants testing, but with
changes. We gave him a warm
applause and the delegates voted to
recommend him. (Remember, NEA
may recommend a candidate, but you
decide ultimately where your vote is
cast.)

It is good to be home and getting the
school year started. | know the four
of us had an educational trip, learning
about educational issues and about
politics.

| wish you all a good year. If you see
me in your building this year, pull me
aside and introduce yourself. We
have 70 new teachers this year and |
won’t know all of you.

UEA Convention &
Education Exposition

Best Practices: Pursuing
Excellence for All
Thursday - Friday

October 16 - 17, 2008
South Towne Exhibit Hall

Works4dme

Practical
Classroom Tips
from Teachers

Like You

http://www.nea.org/tips/index.html

Sign up for a free newsletter via email
that sends you tips from teachers all
over the country. Visit the archives for
hundreds of ideas on any subject
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